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The Challenges of Our Building

• The building does not comply 
with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

• The bathrooms are very 
difficult to navigate for 
anyone in a wheelchair.

• Without an elevator, anyone 
with mobility issues cannot 
easily use the mezzanine or 
access the administrative 
offices.



The Challenges of Our Building

• The Library’s main room is built on a slab. Coupled 
with the room’s 1970’s wiring, it is nearly 
impossible to retrofit our space and keep up with 

the community’s
technology needs.

Our building has no basement 
below the slab making it nearly 
impossible to retrofit for 
technology.



The Building is Not Adequate 
to Meet Community Demand 

• Our two meeting rooms are booked to 
capacity.

• The Library constantly turns community groups 
away who need a place to meet and has to limit 
our own popular programs. 

• There is no small                                                                    
group areas for                                                                                             
students or                                                                        
other groups



The Building is Not Adequate 
to Meet Community Demand 

• The children’s room is too small for the amount of use it gets
• Last year, more than 13,500 children attended 346 programs
• There are times when we have to turn children away



• Our teens have no 
dedicated space of 
their own.

• There is no 
comfortable, quiet 
reading space for 
working and retired 
adults



The Library Already Needs 
Over $4.5M in Repairs
• We cannot and should not 

take a “band aid” approach 
to improving the Library. 

• We need a comprehensive 
approach that will provide 
the community with an 
innovative yet community-
focused library for decades to 
come.



An opportunity for Scarsdale to 
come together and make a
positive difference for all of us.



Library Improvement Plan

• Together, We Can Create a 
Library for Our Future:

• The Library’s Improvement Plan 
enhances public space in order to 
improve your experience 

• Renovating existing space and 
increasing our footprint by just 
5,700 sq. ft. 



Library Improvement Plan

• ADA-compliant building with accessible restrooms, 
family facilities and an elevator

• Larger children’s room with a dedicated children’s 
program room

• Quiet, comfortable reading and work spaces
• Dedicated teen zone
• Technology suite and Maker Space



Library Improvement Plan

• Two new multi-purpose meeting rooms to 
accommodate the needs of local community groups

• 4 small quiet study/meeting rooms
• Open stacks to house our full collection
• Friendly and open welcome area with a café and 

meet-up space



• This new 
active 
configuratio
n will enable 
staff to 
circulate 
through 
public areas 
for one-to-
one help and 
not be stuck 
at large, 
imposing 
desks



Library Improvement Plan

• The Library Board heard the Community’s and 
Village Board’s feedback

• Cut $3 million from the project—30% of the net 
municipal cost

• The total cost of the project is now $17.9 million
• For homes in Scarsdale assessed at $1.5M (the 

2015 average residential property assessment), the 
cost of the Library’s Improvement Plan would be 
$137 a year--$2.63 a week, less than a cup of coffee 
at Starbucks



Library Improvement Plan

• The Library Improvement Plan is at the lower end of 
recent library construction project costs



Library Improvement Plan

• The Library is committed 
to raising $8M (45% of 
the cost) through grants 
and our capital 
campaign. We’ve got 
donors lined up and 
ready to commit as soon 
as the Village Board 
commits to a $9.9 
million bond 



Next Steps

• Over 550 people have added their names to an online 
petition in support of the project

• The list continues to grow
• Village Board has the ability to chart the future of the 

Library
• For more information: scarsdale.improveourlibrary.org
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23



Scarsdale Public Library 
Renovation & Expansion Project
PARKING AND TRAFFIC STUDY 
ELIZABETH MARRINAN, VILLAGE PLANNER

24



Scarsdale Public Library 
Renovation & Expansion Project
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY REVIEW ACT REQUIREMENTS AND STATUS 
ELIZABETH MARRINAN, VILLAGE PLANNER

25



Scarsdale Public Library 
Renovation & Expansion Project
LIBRARY FUND RAISING EFFORTS INCLUDING NYS GRANT
ELIZABETH BERMEL, LIBRARY DIRECTOR

26



Scarsdale Public Library 
Renovation & Expansion Project
VILLAGE DEBT SERVICE PRO FORMA 
MARY LOU MCCLURE, VILLAGE TREASURER

27



Debt Service Without BANs
28



29
Debt Service With BANs
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