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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release 02.26.18
Contact: Captain Thomas Altizio, Scarsdale Police Department
(914) 722-1200

Subject: Online Threat

The Scarsdale Police Department has been notified by the administration of the Scarsdale
High School of a disturbing online posting to a “GroupMe” group chat of several former
Scarsdale High School students. One of the members of this “GroupMe” chat posted a
message stating “don’t go to school today boys” with an imoji of a handgun. The former
student who posted this GroupMe message was concerned about an earlier Instagram post
by another former Scarsdale High School student, and included a screenshot of the previous
Instagram message in his chat posting.

The Scarsdale Police Department has located the former student who posted the original
Instagram message, and interviewed him and his family. It was determined that this former
Scarsdale High School student, who is developmentally challenged, had posted on Instagram
that he was not happy at his current school in Rockland County. This individual does not own
or have access to firearms, and it was not his intent to threaten or alarm anyone in the
Scarsdale High School community.

Members of the “GroupMe” chat group, where the “don’t go to school today boys” message
was posted, stated that the message was posted out of concern over the prior student’s
Instagram posting. The Scarsdale Police have also notified the school in Rockland County
that the former student who posted the Instagram message attends. The Scarsdale Police
Department will continue to investigate both the Instagram poster and GroupMe poster for
any additional follow-up or referrals.

Out of an abundance of caution, the Scarsdale Police Department has coordinated with the
administration of the Scarsdale High School, and will be maintaining an increased presence
at the High School, and the school will be implementing increased security measures and
limiting access to the facility.

Andrew A. Matturro, Chief of Police



